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Avulsion of Tooth (entire crown and root out)

· Typically happens as a result of trauma, and most often it is a front tooth.  
The following tips only apply when the entire root comes out intact! 
Not if the tooth is cracked and/or part of the root remains in the mouth.  

See next page for more detail.
· Do one of the following:
· BEST OPTION: 

· If possible, the parent, patient or medical provider should put tooth back in the socket (hole in gums where it came out) immediately. Avoid touching the root surface as much as possible, and do not try to clean tooth, scrub root, etc.  It is better to re-implant the root with slight dirt or debris on it, than to risk damaging the microscopic ligament on the root surface.  This ligament is key to re-implantation success and tooth survival.  If the tooth has excessive dirt or debris, a very gentle rinse with milk or saline is OK.  Do not scrub the root!  
· NEXT BEST OPTION:

· If not possible to put back in socket, place tooth in a cup of milk or saline.  

· NOT IDEAL BUT ACCEPTABLE:

· When milk or saline is not available, the tooth can be placed in the mouth between the cheek and gums.  Note: for older children only.  This technique should not be used for younger children, as the tooth is a choking hazard.  

· A note for Primary Care: 

· HBSS (Hanks Balanced Salt Solution) or “Save a Tooth” solution are great products to have on-hand in a primary care office, for children who may present to medical first.  These biologic mediums are ideal for storing an avulsed tooth if immediate re-implantation is not possible.  However, medical provider should first attempt to put the tooth back in the socket.  Every minute spent outside the socket drops tooth survival rate dramatically.   
· Be seen by a dentist within 1 hour for best results for evaluation and treatment. (Often includes splinting to adjacent teeth and possible root canal later, if needed.)  

· It is extraordinarily important that the dentist be contacted immediately if this happens so that the best and timeliest treatment can occur.  All VG dental clinics will see a child with traumatic dental injury right away, any time during business hours (M/W/F 7am-6pm, T/Th 7:30am-6:30pm).  
(Note: this is most effective in older children as the root is still forming, and only for permanent teeth.  Not typically as effective for adults, but can be attempted.)
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Example of an avulsed tooth adjacent to socket
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